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— ooOoo — 

September  is  one  of  the  "busiest  months  for  any  woraoji  v/ho  cares  for  her  lawn 
"■i  garden.    Maybe  it's  just  as  well  the  children  have  gone  back  to  school.  You 
have  your  hands  full  with  oiit  door  Jobs. 

September  is  the  month  to  start  work  on  the  lawn.    Whether  it's  a  new  lawn  or 
en  old  one  that  needs  improving,  fall  is  the  ideal  season  to  give  it  attention.  The, 
cool  Tieather  coming  on  encourages  the  growth  of  grass  and  discourages  weeds.     So  if 
you  give  your  lawn  the  right  care  this  fall,   it  will  have  a  good  head  start  on  the 
T7eeds  by  spring.    Manj'-  lawns  that  look  thin  and  sickly  at  this  time  of  year  need 
fertilizing,  top  dressing,  and  watering  even  more  than  they  do  reseeding. 

By  the  way,  complete  directions  for  caring  for  your  lawn  are  in  a  free 
Department  of  Agriculture  bulletin.     If  you  want  this  bulletin,  write  direct  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  and  ask  for  "Planting  and  Care  of  Lawns" 
Farjiers'  Bulletin  No.  1677. 

But  let's  get  back  to  other  jobs  on  the  gardener's  schedule  for  September. 
-  IS  planting  peonies.     A  good  many  people  hold  that  peonies  are  the  most  satis- 
l^actory  of  all  our  perennial  flowers.     Certainly,  if  you  give  the  young  plants  the 
''-gilt  start  in  live,   they  will  thrive  undisturbed  for  many  years.     The  plants  are 
Propagated  by  root  divisions  which  usually  contain  from  3  to  5  eyes  or  buds, 
-^srly  September  is  a  good  time  to  divide  the  peonies  as  the  young  plants  will  then 
time  to  establish  themselves  before  freezing  weather. 

Plant  peony  roots  so  that  the  buds  are  exactly  2  inches  below  the  surface  of 
soil.    Beep  planting  causes  many  failures. 
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Peonies  like  a  hearty  diet.     So  put  them  in  carefully  prepared  soil  that  contains 
liberal  quantities  of  well  rotted  manure  or  rich  compost.    Take  care,  though  that 
the  roots  do  not  directly  touch  any  of  the  manure,    Next  spring  you'll  protahly  want 
|to  put  a  top  dressing  of  iDone  meal  around  your  peonies. 

Another  favorite  perennial  that  needs  to  he  lifted  and  divided  at  this 
season  is  Japanese  iris. 

Then,  September  is  the  time  to  transplant  delphiniums  so  the  plants  will 
have  a  chance  to  "become  well-estahlished  "before  cold  weather. 

Septem"ber  is  the  month  to  take  care  that  weeds  don't  go  to  seed  in  or  near 
your  garden.    Keep  the  weeds  out  of  your  "borders.     That  precaution  will  save  you 
hours  of  weeding  in  the  spring, 

Septem"ber  is  the  month  when  all  gardeners  in  northern  States  will  prepare  for 
early  frost  and  provide  coverings  for  their  cherished  favorites  in  the  garden, 
Tou'U  often  "be  well  repaid  "by  saving  your  plants  from  the  first  frosts  for  later  in 
the  fall  several  weeks  of  fine  warm  weather  may  follow  in  which  your  garden  can 
?ive  you  much  more  hloom. 

Finally,  Septem"ber  is  the  month  to  prepare  for  your  indoor  gardens.     If  you 
^ We  going  to  "bring  in  hpuseplants,  now  is  the  time  to  "be  ahout  it.     If  you  are 
planning  a  little  herh  garden  for  your  kitchen  window  sill,  this  is  the  month  to 
start  it.    If  you  would  enjoy  one  of  those  winter  gardens  under  glass,  now  is  the 
time  to  "buy  the  glass  container,  put  in  the  soil  and  choose  the  plants  that  will 
!iifi-^e  the  most  attractive  growth  under  glass. 

September  is  also  the  time  for  watering  your  evergreens.     Tree  experts  drive 
*=ep  holes  in  the  ground  around  tall  evergreens  and  force  water  down  around  the 
•"ots  so  they  can  fill  up  "before  winter.     That's  a  tip  for  the  home  gardener.  When 
^"■evergreen  turns  "brown  and  dies,  people  say  it's  winter -killed.    But  evergreens 
-^t  are  winter-killed  die  of  thirst  rather  than  cold.     It  usually  is  the  winter 
-"■^shine th*t  injures  them.    When  the  sun  comes  out  in  winter  and  shines  on  the 
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rgreen  leaves,  the  leaves  need  moist'ure  to  keep  from  drying  up.    But  the  ground 
lis  frozen  and  the  roots  can't  supply  that  moisture.     So  they  may  die.    You  can  do 
nnichto  save  your  evergreens  "by  giving  them  a  long  fall  drink,  starting  this  month. 

Last  but  not  least,  September  is  the  month  to  "bring  in  the  tomatoes  and 
outwit  Jack  Frost.    Bring  in  the  green  tomatoes  along  with  the  ripe.    You  can  uso 
them  just  as  you  do  the  ripe  tomatoes  in  soup,  scallops,  and  meat  dishes  as  well  as 
for  taking  and  drying.     They're  a  little  more  firm,  taste  a  little  more  tart,  and 
have  a  different  color.    But  otherwise  they're  just  as  good  as  the  ripe  tomatoes. 

Be  careful  in  picking  the  tomatoes  so  they  don't  get  bruised.    Remove  the 
steins  carefully  so  they  won't  puncture  the  skin.    Wrap  each  tomato  in  a  piece  of 
soft  white  paper.     Set  them  carefully  on  a  shelf  at  a  temperature  of  from  55  to  65 
degrees.    Be  careful  to  have  each  one  separate  from  the  others.     They  can  be 
ripening  all  through  October  and  November.    Moisten  the  wraps    occasionallj'-  to 
prevent  the  fruits  shriveling.     If  you  want  them  to  ripen  more  rapidly,  keep  them 
in  a  warmer  room.    But  never  let  the  temperature  go  below  50  degrees  or  the 
tomatoes  will  decay.    Another  method  of  preserving  tomatoes  Just  before  the  frost 
strikes  is  to  pull  the  vines  with  tomatoes  attached  and  hang  them,  vines  and  all, 
itt  a  cool  cellar.     Sprinkle  them  occasionally  with  water  to  prevent  the  tomatoes 
from  shrivelling.    And  that's  all  about  September  jobs  today. 


